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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Seth Ledyard Phelps, a native of Ohio, enlisted in the U.S. Navy in October 1841, and eventually 
rose to the rank of lieutenant commander. He resigned October 29, 1864. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
Letterbook consists of correspondence primarily to and from Seth Ledyard Phelps while 
commanding U.S. Navy gunboats on the western waters from 1861 to 1864. Correspondence 
contains accounts of naval operations mainly along the Mississippi, Tennessee, and Red Rivers, 
including the movement of gunboats to capture Forts Henry and Donelson, and operations during 
the Red River Campaign. The collection also contains extensive correspondence regarding 
repairs to the U.S.S. Eastport and its eventual destruction, and repairs to the U.S.S. Choctaw and 
U.S.S. Lafayette. Principal correspondents include Admiral David D. Porter, Captain Alexander 
M. Pennock, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, and Commodore Andrew Hull Foote, in 
addition to three letters of General William T. Sherman. 
 
The following abbreviations have been used in this inventory: 
AD Autograph Document unsigned (an unsigned document in the hand of the author) 
 
ADS Autograph Document Signed (a document signed by and entirely in the hand of the 

author) 
 
AL Autograph Letter unsigned (an unsigned letter in the hand of the author) 
 
ALS Autograph Letter Signed (a letter entirely in the hand of and signed by the author) 
 
ANS Autograph Note Signed (a brief or informal letter or message, often fragmentary, 

entirely in the hand of and signed by the author) 
 
DS Document Signed
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2 Jan 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
19 Mar 1861 ALS Phelps, Washington, D.C., to Gideon Welles gives a summary of his 

service and asks for sea service credit. 4 pages 
 
8 May 1861 ALS Phelps, Washington, D.C., to Gideon Welles. 1 page 
 
19 Jun 1861 ALS Gideon Welles to Phelps, Washington, D.C. 1 page 
 
29 Jun 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps, Cincinnati, Ohio. 2 pages 
 
2 Jul 1861 ALS Phelps, Cincinnati, Ohio, to John Rodgers describes problems with 

moving the steamer A.O. Tyler, and the gunboats U.S.S. Lexington and U.S.S. 
Conestoga to Cairo, Illinois. 2 pages 

 
5 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
10 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
10 Jul 1861 Telegram from John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
11 Jul 1861 Telegram from John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
15 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
15 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio. 2 pages 
 
17 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
20 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
23 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
24 Jul 1861 AL [Phelps?], Louisville, Kentucky, to John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio. 2 

pages 
 
27 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
29 Jul 1861 ALS John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
30 Jul 1861 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Louisville, Kentucky, to the U.S. Senate and 

House of Representatives regarding Congress' act of June 1860, payment for 
sea service. 2 pages 
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3 Aug 1861 ALS Salem P. Town, Floyd County, Indiana, to Phelps orders him to have 
William J. Stephens in his custody before Judge George A. Bicknell in New 
Albany, Indiana. 1 page 

 
[Aug 1861?] ALS George W. Cullum to Bernard[?]. 1 page 
 
5 Aug 1861 Telegram from John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
5 Aug 1861 Telegram from John Rodgers, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
6 Aug 1861 ALS Phelps, New Albany, Indiana, to Hon. George Bicknell regarding the 

problem with William J. Stephens, a minor who enlisted. 2 pages 
 
13 Aug 1861 ALS Phelps, Mound City, Illinois, to Colonel John Cook, Cairo, Illinois. 2 

pages 
 
21 Aug 1861 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Cairo, Illinois, to Hobart Berrien, Washington, 

D.C. 2 pages 
 
1 Sep 1861 ANS John Rodgers, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Conestoga. 

1 page 
 
9 Sep 1861 ANS U.S. Grant, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?] orders U.S.S. Conestoga to 

assistance of U.S.S. Lexington. 1 page 
 
13 Sep 1861 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 2 pages 
 
15 Sep 1861 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky. 1 page 
 
16 Sep 1861 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
16 Sep 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, St. Louis, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
21 Sep 1861 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, includes 

written copy of order from U.S. Grant. 1 page 
 
21 Sep 1861 Special Order from John A. Rawlins, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Conestoga, to return to Paducah, Kentucky. 1 page 
 
25 Sep 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
28 Sep 1861 ALS James H. McNeely, postmaster, to [Phelps?] includes dispatch from A.H. 

Foote. 1 page 
 
22 Oct 1861 Telegram from A.H. Foote, St. Louis, to Phelps. 1 page 
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26 Oct 1861 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
29 Oct 1861 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Cairo, Illinois, to U.S. Grant, Cairo, Illinois, 

states that he captured the barge Kentucky. 1 page 
 
29 Oct 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, St. Louis, to Phelps, includes an extract from a letter to the 

secretary of the navy describing a skirmish at Eddyville, Kentucky. 4 pages 
 
31 Oct 1861 ALS A. Walke, U.S.S. Taylor, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 

page 
 
14 Nov 1861 ALS J.M. Shackelford to C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky. 1 page 
 
23 Nov 1861 ALS Phelps to A.H. Foote, St. Louis. 3 pages 
 
26 Nov 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, St. Louis, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
14 Dec 1861 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, 

Kentucky. 2 pages 
 
18 Dec 1861 ADS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to steamboat Lake Erie, orders steamer 

to take on board Major Elston and his two companies and proceed to the mouth 
of the Cumberland River. 1 page 

 
1 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Gideon Welles, Washington, D.C. 1 page 
 
1 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
8 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
8 Jan 1862 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
9 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, 

Kentucky, regarding a secret expedition along the Tennessee River. 1 page 
 
14 Jan 1862 ALS C.F. Smith, Paducah, Kentucky, to Maj. Elston, 11th Indiana Infantry, 

ordering him to make an exhibition of his force at Fort Henry and then march 
to Murray, Kentucky. 1 page 

 
15 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga. 1 page 
 
17 Jan 1862 ALS H.W. Halleck, St. Louis, to A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois. Also includes note 

from A.H. Foote to Phelps. 1 page 
 
19 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
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20 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, 
Kentucky. 1 page 

 
21 Jan 1862 Telegram from A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
24 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
30 Jan 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, Kentucky, to A.H. Foote, Cairo, 

Illinois, provides information on number of troops and boats at Fort Henry and 
Fort Donelson. 1 page 

 
30 Jan 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?] informs him of delay in 

movement against Fort Henry. 1 page 
 
2 Feb 1862 AD from U.S.S. Taylor, Ohio River, to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Special 

Order No.2 orders placement of gunboats around Fort Henry. 2 pages 
 
2 Feb 1862 AD from U.S.S. Taylor, Paducah, Kentucky, Special Order No. 3 orders Phelps 

to destroy the Memphis and Ohio railroad bridge after the surrender of Fort 
Henry and then proceed to capture the enemy's gunboats. 1 page 

 
10 Feb 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps orders Phelps to proceed up the 

Cumberland River to attack Fort Donelson and then proceed to Clarksville, 
Tennessee, and destroy the bridge. 1 page 

 
12 Feb 1862 AL to Gideon Welles provides account of expedition up the Tennessee River 

to Florence, Alabama, and capture of the Confederate ironclad Eastport. 1 
page 

 
13 Feb 1862 ALS Hobart Berrien to Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, Kentucky, encloses 

letter dated February 12, 1862, from Gideon Welles to Hobart Berrien. 2 pages 
 
13 Feb 1862 Telegram from H.W. Halleck, St. Louis, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
[Feb?] 1862 Telegram from A.H. Foote to Phelps requests account of the shelling of Fort 

Henry. Note on back provides brief account. 2 pages 
 
13 Feb 1862 ALS Gideon Welles to A.H. Foote, Cairo, Illinois. 2 pages 
 
13 Feb 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, flag steamer St. Louis, Cumberland River, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Conestoga. 2 pages 
 
22 Feb 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Conestoga, Paducah, Kentucky, to U.S. Grant, Fort 

Donelson, Tennessee. 1 page 
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26 Feb 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, U.S.S. Conestoga, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 
Conestoga. 1 page 

 
4 Mar 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Columbus, Kentucky, to Gideon Welles informs Welles that 

Columbus is under Union control. 2 pages 
 
27 May 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cleveland, Ohio, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
5 Jun 1862 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 3 pages  
 
5 Jun 1862 AL provides an extensive description of the Confederate works around Fort 

Pillow. 2 pages 
 
6 Jun 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cleveland, Ohio, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
7 Jun 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, to David Tod, governor of Ohio, presents him 

with the flag from the CSS General Bragg captured during a naval engagement 
near Memphis. 1 page 

 
9 Jun 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cleveland, Ohio, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
11 Jun 1862 ALS David Tod, Columbus, Ohio, to Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, Memphis, 

Tennessee, thanks him for the flag. Written copy of inscription for flag also 
enclosed. 3 pages 

 
13 Jun 1862 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Benton, Memphis, Tennessee, to Charles H. Davis. 2 

pages 
 
14 Jun 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cleveland, Ohio, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
20 Jun 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Cleveland, Ohio, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Benton. 4 

pages 
 
1 Jul 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, New Haven, Connecticut, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
16 Jul 1862 ALS W. McGunnegle, U.S.S. St. Louis, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 2 

pages 
 
3 Aug 1862 ALS H.Z. Carter[?], Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps, U.S.S. Benton. 1 page 
 
3 Aug 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, Mississippi 

River. 1 page 
 
4 Aug 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, New Haven, Connecticut, to Phelps. 3 pages 
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5 Aug 1862 ADS Gideon Welles to Phelps promotes him to the rank of lieutenant 
commander. 1 page 

 
5 Aug 1862 ALS Fred Steele, Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
5 Aug 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, Helena, Arkansas, to Charles Davis regarding 

affairs in eastern Arkansas. 2 pages 
 
5 Aug 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, Helena, Arkansas, to Charles Davis regarding 

affairs in eastern Arkansas. 3 pages 
 
18 Aug 1862 AL [Phelps?], above Vicksburg, to John Smith. 1 page 
 
18 Aug 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, above Vicksburg, to John Smith. 1 page 
 
18 Aug 1862 ALS Wm. Gwin, U.S.S. Mound City, off Yazoo River, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
23 Aug 1862 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Benton, Greenville, Mississippi, to Charles Davis 

describes naval activities along the Mississippi and Yazoo Rivers in western 
Mississippi with engagements on land and the capture of the Confederate 
transport Fairplay. 5 pages 

 
27 Aug 1862 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Benton, Helena, Arkansas, to Charles Davis, provides a 

brief account of a skirmish with Confederate troops at Bolivar, Mississippi. 2 
pages 

 
30 Aug 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, U.S.S. Eastport, Mississippi River, to Gideon Welles, 

Washington, D.C. 2 pages 
 
6 Sep 1862 ALS G.V. Fox to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, recommends A.L. Post to the Naval 

School. Includes letter of Phelps dated September 16 with his response. 2 
pages 

 
9 Sep 1862 ALS Mary Smith to Phelps. 1 page 
 
12 Sep 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, New Haven, Connecticut, to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
14 Sep 1862 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
18 Sep 1862 ALS Gideon Welles, Washington, D.C., to Phelps, U.S.S. Benton, Cairo, 

Illinois. 6 pages 
 
22 Sep 1862 ALS G.V. Fox to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, regarding the 

appointment of A.L. Post. 1 page 
 
25 Sep 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, U.S.S. Eastport, Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps. 3 pages 
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25 Sep 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, U.S.S. Eastport, Helena, Arkansas, to F. Steele, Helena, 

Arkansas. 2 pages 
 
27 Sep 1862 ALS W.T. Sherman, Memphis, Tennessee, to C.H. Davis, Helena, Arkansas, 

requests a gunboat to be placed near Chickasaw Bluffs. 1 page 
 
27 Sep 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, off Point Pleasant, to Phelps, Helena, Arkansas, discusses the 

situation in Tennessee. 3 pages 
 
27 Sep 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, U.S.S. De Soto, Point Pleasant, Mississippi River, to 

[Phelps?]. 4 pages 
 
29 Sep 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, near Helena, Arkansas, to Wm. Gwin, 

commanding U.S.S. Benton, Byron Wilson, commanding U.S.S. Mound City, 
and Joshua Bishop, commanding U.S.S. General Bragg. 1 page 

 
30 Sep 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Washington, D.C., to Phelps. 4 pages 
 
2 Oct 1862 ALS E.A. Carr, Helena, Arkansas, to the commanding officer of U.S. Naval 

forces near Helena, Arkansas, requests that all small boats trying to cross the 
river be stopped. 1 page 

 
4 Oct 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Washington, D.C., to Phelps. 3 pages 
 
6 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Helena, Arkansas. 3 pages 
 
6 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis to [Phelps?]. 6 pages 
 
7 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Naval Depot, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?]. 4 pages 
 
7 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Naval Depot, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Helena, Arkansas. 3 

pages 
 
10 Oct 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Helena, Arkansas, to Gideon Welles. 5 pages 
 
11 Oct 1862 ALS W.T. Sherman, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps, Helena, Arkansas, 

requests escort to Vicksburg for prisoner exchange. 1 page 
 
12 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Naval Depot, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?]. 6 pages 
 
14 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Naval Depot, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
15 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Naval Depot, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?]. 3 pages 
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18 Oct 1862 ALS Phelps, U.S. Steamer Brown, to J.S.Avery, 2nd master in command of 
U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 

 
20 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to [Phelps?]. 4 pages 
 
21 Oct 1862 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
25 Oct 1862 ALS James M. Brown, New York, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, regarding 

Brown's adopted son Alfred L. Post enlisting as a boy. 3 pages 
 
28 Oct 1862 ALS C.H. Davis, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to [Phelps?]. 2 pages 
 
29 Oct 1862 ALS James Gwinn[?], Burlington, Iowa, 3 pages 
 
30 Oct 1862 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to Joseph Avery, U.S.S. Eastport, reports 

that Daniel Sullivan was found guilty and describes his punishment. 1 page 
 
2 Nov 1862 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Chardon, Ohio. 1 page 
 
21 Nov 1862 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to [Phelps?]. 2 pages 
 
29 Nov 1862 ALS Foxhall Parker, U.S.S. Mahaska, Yorktown, Virginia, to Phelps provides 

brief account of his activities in eastern Virginia and Maryland. 4 pages 
 
6 Dec 1862 ALS Gideon Welles to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
10 Dec 1862 ALS Gideon Welles to Phelps, Washington, D.C. 1 page 
 
20 Dec 1862 ALS A.H. Foote, Washington, D.C., to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
31 Dec 1862 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
? 1863 ALS Phelps to James A. Noyes. 3 pages (photocopy only). 
 
13 ? 1863 Telegram from G.M. Dodge, Corinth/Memphis, to General Hurlbut. 1 page 
 
12 Jan 1863 ALS C.H. Davis, Washington, D.C., to [Phelps?]. 4 pages 
 
15 Jan 1863 ALS A.H. Foote and C.H. Davis, Washington, D.C., to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
18 Jan 1863 ALS David D. Porter, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, regarding 

preparations of gunboat for service. 1 page 
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24 Jan 1863 ALS H. Walke, U.S.S. Lafayette, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, 
Cairo, Illinois, provides list of men who served under Walker on the U.S.S. 
Carondelet and the battles in which they served. 2 pages 

 
29 Jan 1863 ALS David D. Porter to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 3 pages 
 
Feb 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, to David Porter. 2 pages 
 
5 Feb 1863 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, to David Porter, describes 

damage done to gunboat after striking a bar while moving from Cairo to 
Vicksburg. 3 pages 

 
10 Feb 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, 

provides orders for repair of gunboat. 1 page 
 
12 Feb 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
14 Feb 1863 ALS David D. Porter to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, orders him to St. Louis to 

inquire into the building of the U.S.S. Choctaw and U.S.S. Lafayette and to 
investigate problems with Mr. Jones and Mr. Lanning. 2 pages 

 
14 Feb 1863 ALS David D. Porter to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, 

regarding repairs to U.S.S. Eastport and briefly mentions the movements of 
U.S. ram Indianola at Vicksburg. 2 pages 

 
18 [Feb?] 1863 Telegram from R.J. Oglesby, Jackson, Tennessee, to Phelps, requests 

assistance against enemy force at Clifton and Savannah, Tennessee. 1 page 
 
26 Feb 1863 Extract of letter dated February 14, 1863, from Admiral Porter to A.M. 

Pennock. 2 pages  
 
1 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Mound City, 

Illinois. 1 page 
 
4 Mar 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Yazoo River, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
4 Mar 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Yazoo River, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Eastport, 

provides description of necessary repairs on U.S.S. Eastport. 3 pages 
 
6 Mar 1863 ALS David D. Porter, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, regarding 

problems with U.S.S. Choctaw and U.S.S. Lafayette. 3 pages 
 
9 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Mound City, 

Illinois. 1 page 
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9 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, includes extract of telegram from secretary 
of the navy. 1 page 

 
12 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, St. Louis, includes extract of 

letter from David D. Porter to Pennock dated March 4, 1863. 3 pages 
 
14 Mar 1863 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Eastport, Mound City, Illinois, provides his report on the 

problems with Mr. Lanning, the U.S.S. Choctaw and the U.S.S. Lafayette. 4 
pages 

 
17 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
19 Mar 1863 Telegram from A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps.1 page 
 
23 Mar 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Eastport, 

Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
30 Mar 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Yazoo River, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
2 Apr 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Mound City, Illinois. 2 pages 
 
3 Apr 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
15 Apr 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Yazoo River, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, gives him 

command of naval forces on the Tennessee River. 3 pages 
 
19 Apr 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, to David D. Porter. 1 page 

(photocopy only). 
 
20 Apr 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter regarding repairs made to U.S.S. Eastport. 4 

pages (photocopy only). 
 
26 Apr 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter. 2 pages (photocopy only). 
 
26 Apr 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter. 2 pages (photocopy only). 
 
28 Apr 1863 Telegram from Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, to A.S. Bowen, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

requests the gunboat Thompson immediately. 1 page 
 
28 Apr 1863 Telegram from Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, to General Burnside, Cincinnati, Ohio. 1 

page 
 
28 Apr 1863 Telegram from Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, to A.S. Bowen, Cincinnati. 1 page 
 
28 Apr 1863 Telegram from A.E. Burnside, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
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28 Apr 1863 Telegram from A.E. Burnside, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps, expects attack on 

depots on the Ohio River in western Virginia. 1 page 
 
29 Apr 1863 Telegram from J.D. Cox, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
29 Apr 1863 Telegram from H.A. Glassford, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
29 Apr 1863 Telegram from Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, to A.S. Bowen, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

requests the James Thompson to be sent immediately. 1 page 
 
29 Apr 1863 Telegram from A.S. Bowen, Cincinnati, Ohio, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
1 May 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Benton, below Grand Gulf, Mississippi, to 

Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
2 May 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Benton, below Grand Gulf, Mississippi, to 

Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport, Cairo, Illinois, includes brief mention of affairs at 
Grand Gulf. 2 pages 

 
4 May 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Champion, Paducah, Kentucky, to Act. Ensign W. 

Wilkinson, U.S.S. Robb. 1 page 
 
5 ? 1863 Telegram from A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
6 May 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Champion, to David Porter regarding affairs in western 

Tennessee. 3 pages 
 
6 May 1863 AL [Phelps?], U.S.S. Champion, Paducah, Kentucky, to John Winram, U.S.S. 

Queen City. 1 page 
 
6 May 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Champion, Paducah, Kentucky, to A.M. Pennock, Cairo, 

Illinois. 2 pages 
 
12 May 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Benton, mouth of Red River, to Phelps, Cairo, 

Illinois. 1 page 
 
13 May 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
13 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to the commanding officer of 

gunboats. 1 page 
 
14 May 1863 Telegram from Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, to Capt. Goudy, commanding U.S.S. 

Queen City. 1 page 
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14 May 1863 Telegram from [Phelps?], Paducah, Kentucky, to A.M. Pennock, Cairo, 
Illinois, provides report of rebel troops captured at Linden, Tennessee, by Lt. 
Col. W.K.M. Breckenridge. 1 page 

 
14 May 1863 ALS Phelps, Tennessee River, to David D. Porter provides a detailed account 

of skirmish at Linden, Tennessee, between the rebels and the 6th Tennessee 
Cavalry regiment. 4 pages 

 
15 May 1863 Telegram from Capt. J. Goudy, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
18 May 1863 ALS R.J. Oglesby, Jackson, Tennessee, to Phelps, Tennessee River. 2 page 
 
19 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to commanding officer of gunboats. 1 

page 
 
21 May 1863 ALS Phelps, Hamburg, [Tennessee?], to G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, 

regarding affairs on the Tennessee River. 2 pages 
 
22 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to Phelps, Tennessee River. 1 page 
 
23 May 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Queen City, to David D. Porter provides summary of 

affairs along the Tennessee River. 2 pages 
 
24 May 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps. 3 pages 
 
25 May 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
25 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to [Phelps?]. 1 page 
 
25 May 1863 ALS J.S. Hurd, U.S.S. Covington, near Savannah, Tennessee, to G.M. Dodge, 

Corinth, Mississippi. 1 page 
 
26 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to J.S.Hurd. 1 page 
 
26 May 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to J.S.Hurd. 1 page 
 
[1863?] ALS Phelps. 2 pages (illegible photocopy). 
 
4 Jun 1863 Telegram from W.S. Rosecrans, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to A.M. Pennock, 

Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
5 Jun 1863 Telegram from A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to W.S. Rosecrans, 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 1 page 
 
5 Jun 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 2 pages 
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8 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Champion, Tennessee River. 3 pages (photocopy only). 
 
10 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Champion, to David D. Porter regarding affairs on the 

Tennessee River. 2 pages (photocopy only). 
 
13 Jun 1863 Telegram from Jassin Goudy, Ft. Henry, Tennessee, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
13 Jun 1863 Telegram from D.L. Phillips, Cairo, Illinois, to L.S. Phillips. 1 page 
 
14 Jun 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps briefly describes 

conditions in Vicksburg, Mississippi. 5 pages 
 
16 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter. 2 pages (photocopy only). 
 
18 Jun 1863 Telegram from Jason Lonvey[?], Paducah, Kentucky, to Capt. Philips. 1 page 
 
19 Jun 1863 ALS J.S. Hurd, U.S.S. Exchange, off Savannah, Tennessee, to G.M. Dodge, 

Corinth, Mississippi, regarding affairs on west side of Tennessee River. 1 page 
 
19 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps to Captain Goudy, commanding Queen City. 1 page (photocopy 

only). 
 
20 Jun 1863 ALS G.M. Dodge, Corinth, Mississippi, to Lieut. Hurd. 1 page 
 
? Jun 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter, regarding placement of gunboats on the 

Tennessee River. 4 pages (photocopy only). 
 
21 Jun 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
22 Jun 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. 

Eastport, orders him to take command of the Mississippi River between 
Memphis and Cairo. 2 pages 

 
23 Jun 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
23 Jun[?] 1863 Telegram from W.C. Hanford, U.S.S. Robb, Paducah, Kentucky, to A.M. 

Pennock, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
24 Jun 1863 AL [Phelps?] regarding mutiny. 4 pages (photocopy only). 
 
25 Jun 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, Mississippi, to 

Phelps provides orders on dealing with guerrillas along the Mississippi River 
between Cairo, Illinois, and the White River. 7 pages 

 
25 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter. 4 pages (illegible photocopy only). 

Seth Ledyard Phelps Letterbook Inventory, 7 January 1999 



 
25 Jun 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. 

Eastport. 1 page 
 
25 Jun 1863 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter. 1 page (illegible photocopy only). 
 
? Jul 1863 AL [Phelps?]. 2 pages (illegible photocopy only). 
 
1 Jul 1863 ALS A.M. Pennock, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, regarding movement and 

placement of ships on the Mississippi River. 3 pages 
 
4 Jul 1863 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport, requests all available gunboats to repulse attack 
by General Price. 1 page 

 
5 Jul 1863 ALS T. Pattison, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps, U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
5 Jul 1863 ALS S.A. Hurlbut, Memphis, Tennessee, to T. Pattison. 1 page 
 
6 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
6 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
6 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. 

Eastport, mentions breach of discipline by the commander of the U.S.S. 
Covington. 1 page 

 
6 Jul 1863 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, Helena, Arkansas, to David D. Porter 

briefly reports on the attack at Helena and provides number of casualties and 
prisoners. 1 page 

 
9 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
13 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Eastport. 1 page 
 
13 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport, regarding movement of ships to cut off Price 
and to capture Yazoo City, Mississippi. 2 pages 

 
13 Jul 1863 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, Helena, Arkansas, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport, reports that enemy is camped nearby and intends 
another attack. 1 page 

Seth Ledyard Phelps Letterbook Inventory, 7 January 1999 



 
13 Jul 1863 AL [Phelps?] to General Hurlbut. 1 page 
 
20 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps, commanding the U.S.S. 

Eastport. 1 page 
 
20 Jul 1863 AL written from the U.S.S. Silver Cloud, Tennessee River, to Capt. Hurd, 

U.S.S. Exchange. 2 pages 
 
27 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Eastport , regarding expedition to capture the transports for General Price on 
the Tensas River in eastern Louisiana. 2 pages 

 
27 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport, regarding problem with the army getting 
credit for the work of the navy. 3 pages 

 
27 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
27 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
28 Jul 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
3 Aug 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off New Orleans, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
3 Aug 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, off New Orleans, to Phelps, 

commanding the U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
11 Aug 1863 Telegram from William K. Strong, St. Louis, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 1 page 
 
22 Aug 1863 ALS Chouteau, Harrison & Valle, St. Louis, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, includes 

bill for iron furnished for gunboats. Written on letterhead for Chouteau, 
Harrison & Valle and American Iron Mountain Company, St. Louis. 1 page 

 
24 Aug 1863 Telegram from Lloyd Thomas, U.S.S. Robb, off Paducah, Kentucky, to A.M. 

Pennock. 1 page 
 
25 Aug 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
29 Aug 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, 

Illinois. 1 page 
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30 Aug 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
31 Aug 1863 Telegram from J.S. Hurd, U.S.S. Robb, Paducah, Kentucky, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
? Sep 1863 ALS James A. Noyes, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
2 Sep 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, 

Illinois. 1 page 
 
4 Sep 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. General Lyon, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
4 Sep 1863 ALS W. Renton Roggs, Office of Purchasing Paymaster, Cairo, Illinois, to 

Phelps. 1 page 
 
10 Sep 1863 ALS K.R. Breese, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
12 Sep 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. General Lyon off White River, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
20 Sep 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
26 Sep 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, White 

River. 1 page 
 
8 Oct 1863 ALS Gideon Welles, secretary of the navy, to David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois. 

1 page 
 
15 Oct 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
16 Oct 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 1 page 
 
20 Oct 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Hastings, Cairo, Illinois, to Judge Treat, Springfield, 

Illinois, regarding money received for the sale of captured steamer Jefferson 
Davis. 2 pages 

 
20 Oct 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings, Cairo, Illinois. 2 pages 
 
24 Oct 1863 ALS George P. Bowen, Springfield, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois, 

regarding sale of Jefferson Davis. 1 page 
 
28 Oct 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Eastport, 

Mississippi. 1 page 
 
30 Oct 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 1 page 
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31 Oct 1863 ALS W.T. Sherman, Eastport, Mississippi, to Phelps, regarding contraband 

trade. 2 pages 
 
1 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings, up the Tennessee River. 1 page 
 
2 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 1 page 
 
2 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, Eastport, 

Mississippi. 2 pages 
 
7 Nov 1863 ALS Sylvester Pool, U.S.S. Eastport, Laconia, Mississippi, to David D. Porter 

provides account of an attack on the steamer Allen Collier by guerrillas at 
Whitworth's Landing, Mississippi. 3 pages 

 
12 Nov 1863 Transcript of telegram of W.T. Sherman, Winchester, Tennessee, to David D. 

Porter regarding affairs along the Tennessee River. 1 page 
 
12 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 3 pages 
 
13 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
16 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 1 page 
 
16 Nov 1863 ALS T. Pattison, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
20 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
25 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Hastings. 1 page 
 
27 Nov 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
1 Dec 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Hastings. 2 pages 
 
2 Dec 1863 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps informs 

him that Pilot Goss of the U.S.S. Linden is a spy. 1 page 
 
5 Dec 1863 Telegram from F. Steele, Little Rock, Arkansas, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
15 Dec 1863 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Black Hawk, to Acting Master Fanell, U.S.S. Linden, 

Duvall's Bluff, Arkansas, orders him to arrest Pilot Goss. 1 page 
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31 Dec 1863 ALS S.A. Hurlbut, Memphis, Tennessee, to David D. Porter provides 

information on guns placed on the Mississippi River. 1 page 
 
2 Jan 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
11 Jan 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
12 Jan 1864 ALS S.M. Dayton, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps, Memphis, Tennessee. 1 

page 
 
14 Jan 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport warns of a plot to seize some of the gunboats. 2 
pages 

 
15 Jan 1864 ALS Phelps, U.S. Naval Station, to J.S. Watson, U.S.S. Juliet. 1 page 
 
15 Jan 1864 ALS Phelps, U.S. Naval Station, Memphis, Tennessee, to commanding officer 

of U.S.S. Exchange. 1 page 
 
18 Jan 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
6 Feb 1864 ALS O.B. Carr, Little Rock, Arkansas, to Charles Parsons, St. Louis. 2 pages 
 
13 Feb 1864 DS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps and other 

commanders gives orders to be ready to start up Red River for expedition. 1 
page 

 
? Mar 1864 Illegible photocopy. 2 pages 
 
4 Mar 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Red River, to Phelps, commanding 

U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
24 Mar 1864 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, mouth of White River, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
25 Mar 1864 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, mouth of White River, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
3 Apr [1864?] ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Eastport, 

orders him to proceed up the river. 1 page 
 
7 Apr 1864 ALS P.M. Bucken, acting mayor, Aug. Martin, bishop of the town, and A.H. 

Prison, on the part of the citizens of Nachitoches, Louisiana, to the commander 
of the United States forces at Grand Ecore, Louisiana, states that only women 
and children are left in the town and requests a guard to prevent further 
depredations. 1 page 
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8 Apr 1864 ALS E.K. Owen, U.S.S. Louisville, to Phelps, commanding naval forces off 
Grand Ecore, Louisiana, requests more guns to protect his vessel. 1 page 

 
10 Apr 1864 ALS K.R. Breese to Phelps. 3 pages 
 
12 Apr 1864 ALS J. Schuyler Crosby, Grand Ecore, Louisiana, to Phelps, commanding 

U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
14 Apr 1864 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, mouth of White River, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
15 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, off Grand Ecore, Louisiana, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
15 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, off Grand Ecore, Louisiana, to Phelps, 

commanding U.S.S. Eastport. 1 page 
 
22 Apr 1864 Special Order signed by David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, Red River, orders 

commander of every vessel to have guns positioned to protect the U.S.S. 
Eastport. 2 pages  

 
22 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, Red River, to Phelps, commanding 

U.S.S. Eastport, orders him to take any measures to decrease the weight of the 
U.S.S. Eastport, even if it means destroying the vessel. 4 pages 

 
25 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, 2 miles below Montgomery, Louisiana, 

to Phelps, commanding U.S.S. Eastport, 2 miles below Montgomery, 
Louisiana, orders Phelps to remove supplies from the U.S.S. Eastport, then 
blow up and burn the vessel. 6 pages 

 
25 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, suggests that the U.S.S. Eastport be 

destroyed. 1 page 
 
27 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, below Point of Rocks, to Phelps, U.S.S. 

Fort Hindman, reports on attack against the U.S.S. Cricket on the Red River 
with a brief mention of casualties. 2 pages 

 
28 Apr 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Cricket, off Alexandria, Louisiana, to Phelps, 

Alexandria, Louisiana. 1 page 
 
30 Apr 1864 ALS Phelps to David D. Porter, includes note of M.L. Gerould, surgeon 

formerly of the U.S.S. Eastport, with brief list of men wounded in action of 
April 26. 1 page (photocopy only). 

 
2 May 1864 ALS James M. Prichett, U.S.S. Tyler, mouth of White River, to Phelps. 2 pages 
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2 May 1864 ALS James A. Greer, U.S.S. Benton, off Vicksburg, to Phelps, Memphis, 
Tenn., reports on his investigation of an attack on U.S.S. Petrel. 6 pages 

 
7 May 1864 ALS John Rogers, U.S.S. Naumkeag, White River Station, to James Prichett, 

regarding affairs in eastern Arkansas. 4 pages 
 
9 May 1864 ALS Gideon Welles, Washington, D.C., to Phelps. 1 page 
 
20 May 1864 ALS Gideon Welles, Washington, D.C., to Phelps, Washington, D.C. 1 page 
 
25 May 1864 ALS Gideon Welles, Washington, D.C., to Phelps, Washington, D.C. 1 page 
 
? Jun 1864 ALS Phelps, Mound City, Illinois, to Charles H. Davis, Washington, D.C. 3 

pages (photocopy only). 
 
2 Jun 1864 ALS Phelps, Mound City, Illinois, to Charles Eames, Washington, D.C. 2 

pages 
 
5 Jun 1864 ALS D.L. Phillips, Springfield, Illinois, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 2 pages 
 
6 Jun 1864 ALS David D. Porter, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps, U.S.S. Hastings. 1 page 
 
9 Jun 1864 ALS C.H. Davis, Washington, D.C., to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 3 pages 
 
10 Jun 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 

page 
 
13 Jun 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps, 

U.S.S. Hastings. 1 page 
 
14 Jun 1864 Telegram from F. Steele, Little Rock, Arkansas, to Phelps. 3 pages 
 
22 Jun 1864 Receipt for horses received from Phelps signed by W. Schriver, 26th Illinois 

Infantry. 1 page 
 
27 Jun 1864 ALS G.H. Heab[?], Germantown, Pennsylvania, to Phelps, Cairo, Illinois. 2 

pages 
 
30 Jun 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps, 

U.S.S. Hastings. 1 page 
 
30 Jun 1864 ALS A.M. Sevier, Duvall's Bluff, Arkansas, to Phelps, mouth of White River. 

1 page 
 
3 Jul 1864 ALS David D. Porter, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps, 

commanding vessels on White River. 1 page 
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3 Jul 1864 ALS A.M. Pennock, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 

page 
 
5 Jul 1864 ALS Phelps, U.S.S. Black Hawk, Mound City, Illinois, to Charles Eames, 

Washington, D.C. 2 pages (photocopy only). 
 
5 Jul 1864 ALS F. Steele, Little Rock, Arkansas, to Phelps regarding military operations 

in eastern Arkansas. 3 pages 
 
8 Jul 1864 ALS F.W. Bingham, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 2 pages 
 
11 Jul 1864 ALS T. Pattison, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
11 Jul 1864 ALS C.T. Christensen, New Orleans, Louisiana, to Phelps, mouth of White 

River. 1 page 
 
14 Jul 1864 ALS G.L. Fort, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps, White River Station. 1 page 
 
15 Jul 1864 ALS Brown, clerk, Ordnance Office, Cairo, Illinois, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
17 Jul 1864 ALS T. Pattison, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 3 pages 
 
17 Jul 1864 ALS Owen, U.S.S. Marmora, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
18 Jul 1864 Telegram from F. Steele, Little Rock, Arkansas, to J.R. Grace. 2 pages 
 
18 Jul 1864 ALS T.R. Eddy, Memphis, Tennessee, to Phelps. 1 page 
 
? Sep 1864 ALS Phelps to Samuel Howard, U.S.S. Neosho, mouth of White River. 2 pages 

(illegible photocopy only). 
 
7 Sep 1864 ALS Samuel Howard, U.S.S. Neosho, off mouth of White River, to Phelps, 

U.S.S. Hastings. 1 page 
 
9 Sep 1864 ALS Samuel Howard, U.S.S. Neosho, off White River, to Phelps, Memphis 

Tenn. 2 pages 
 
12 Sep 1864 ALS Phelps. 1 page (illegible photocopy only). 
 
12 Sep 1864 ALS Phelps. 1 page (illegible photocopy only). 
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