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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Joseph Conway, son of John and Elizabeth (Bridgewater) Conway, was born December 14, 
1763, in Greenbrier County, Virginia, and came to Kentucky with his family around 1775. In the 
attack by British and Indian forces on Ruddle’s Station, Kentucky, in 1780, Joseph Conway was 
tomahawked, scalped, and taken prisoner, and subsequently marched to Detroit. Four years later 
he was released, and returned to Kentucky. In 1798 he came to St. Louis, settling along Creve 
Coeur Creek, in what would later become Bonhomme Township, St. Louis County. He served as 
St. Louis County’s first sheriff, a position held later by his sons Samuel and Joseph. He died 
December 28, 1830. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
Collection contains several nineteenth-century surveys and deeds relating to Conway family land 
in Township 45, Ranges 4 and 5 East, St. Louis County; several legal papers relating to the estate 
of John Ward (1827-1830), who lived near Joseph Conway in Bonhomme Township; several 
bills of sales of slaves in St. Louis County and elsewhere in Missouri; and miscellaneous legal 
papers relating to various cases in St. Louis courts. Other notable items include a circular letter 
of the Treasury Department regarding Revolutionary War claims, dated June 13, 1832; two 
copies of the will of Joseph Conway, dated 1830; photocopy of the Conway family tree, dated 
May 7, 1956; and a typescript biographical sketch of Joseph Conway, dated September 20, 1959. 
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1786 Aug 14 Typescript copy of land patent granted to John Conway by Virginia 
governor Patrick Henry. 

 
1798 Feb 10 Concession of 400 arpents of land situated on the Creve Coeur River in 

the district of St. Louis granted to Thomas Cropper, signed by Zenon 
Trudeau, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana (document in French). 
Notation on back reads, “Confirmed to James Kincaid four hundred 
arpents of land as per the written concession, saving the right of Thomas 
Cropper, January 9, 1806, by the Board [of Land Commissioners].” 

 
1799 Apr 2 Survey of land of Thomas Cropper on Creve Coeur River, Upper 

Louisiana (document in Spanish). (OVERSIZE) 
 
1802 Apr 8 Letter signed William McConnell (or William M. Connell), St. Charles, to 

Captain Mackay, stating that he will be Mr. Cropper’s security for making 
a title to the land which he is selling. (True copy of original signed M.P. 
Leduc, recorder, January 8, 1806.) 

 
1802 June 5 Deed of transfer of land executed by Nathaniel Cropper, attorney of 

Thomas Cropper, to James Kincaid (document in French). (True copy of 
original signed M.P. Leduc, recorder in and for the District of St. Louis, 
January 8, 1806.) 

 
1809 Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Land Commissioners confirming the 

land claim of James Kincaid. 
 
1810 Sept 4 Sale of land of James Richardson to John Ward. (Certified and signed by 

Andrew Kincaid, September 4, 1810. Recorded by M.P. Leduc, March 5, 
1811.) (OVERSIZE) 

 
1815 Feb 6 Bill of sale of two Negro girls of Sally Harris, Missouri Territory, to her 

nephew Richard Bibb, Missouri Territory. (Oath of Samuel H. Hinkson 
and John Hinkson verifying the sale, signed Anderson Woods, Howard 
County justice of the peace. Note regarding recording of the sale, signed 
Gray Bynum, clerk, October 23, 1817. Certification of the sale, signed 
Gray Bynum, July 19, 1819. Document addressed to David Barton, 
attorney, St. Louis.) 

 
1815 June 3 Bill of sale of a Negro girl of Richard Bibb of Washington County to John 

Ward of St. Louis County. 
 
1826 Sept 4 Bill of sale of Negro boy of John Ward to Langston Bacon and Hartley 

Lanham, dated St. Louis. 
 
1827 Oct 3 Printed certificate of appointment of Stephen Lanham as administrator of 

the estate of Fanny Ward. 



1828 May 13 Annual settlement and order of distribution of the estate of John Ward; 
Stephen Lanham, administrator; signed Henry Chouteau, clerk, St. Louis 
County Court. 

 
1828 Nov 4 Order for the sale of slaves of the estate of John Ward; Stephen Lanham, 

administrator; signed Henry Chouteau, clerk, St. Louis County Court. 
 
circa 1830s-1850s Letter signed J.B. & A. Howell, dated Union Town, Fayette County, 

Pennsylvania, to Samuel Conway. Regarding interest on sale of property 
in Missouri. 

 
1830 Feb 17 Account for the consolidated settlement of the estate of John Ward, 

deceased; Stephen Lanham, administrator; St. Louis County Court 
 
1830 Mar 2 Last will and testament of Joseph Conway. Statement of witnesses 

Stephen Lanham and Greenberry Baxter, signed Henry Chouteau, 
February 3, 1831. (4 pages) 

 
1830 Mar 2 Last will and testament of Joseph Conway. Statement of witnesses 

Stephen Lanham and Greenberry Baxter, signed Henry Chouteau, 
February 3, 1831. (3 pages) 

 
1830 May 5 True copy of the final settlement and distribution of the estate of John 

Ward, deceased; Stephen Lanham, administrator. 
 
1831 Mar 14 True copy of the order of the distribution of the estate of Joseph Conway, 

Sr., deceased; executors, Samuel and Joseph Conway. 
 
1831 Nov 2 Deed of sale of land in Bonhomme Township, St. Louis County, of 

Samuel Conway to Joseph Conway. 
 
1832 June 13 Circular letter of the Treasury Department titled “Revolutionary Claims: 

Under the act entitled ‘An act for the relief of certain surviving Officers 
and Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution’ approved 15th May, 1828." 
Includes blank forms. 

 
1834 Dec 8 Letter signed P. Hagner, 3rd Auditor’s Office, Treasury Department, to 

U.S. Representative William H. Ashley. States that there is nothing due to 
the Conway heirs on account of his services in the Revolutionary War. 

 
1835 Sept 9 Deed of sale of land of William and Lucy Kinkead of Bonhomme, St. 

Louis County, to Joseph Conway. 
 
1835 Oct 12 Survey no. 109 of land of Joseph Conway on Creve Coeur Creek. 
 



1838 Jan 13 Survey of Isaac Wood of a tract of land of William Hogg on Creve Coeur 
Creek. 

 
1838 Jan 23 Deed of sale of land of Alexander and Rebecca Kinkead, Bonhomme, St. 

Louis County, to Joseph Conway. 
 
1838 Feb 23 Report of the commissioners appointed to make partition of the slaves 

belonging to the estate of Lydal Bacon, deceased. (True copy recorded by 
Henry Chouteau, clerk of the St. Louis County Court, February 26, 1838.) 

 
1841 Feb 11 Commission of Stephen Lanham as a justice of the St. Louis County 

Court. Signed by Governor Thomas Reynolds. (Note on verso of Henry 
Chouteau, clerk of the St. Louis County Court, certifying that the 
commission was recorded, June 7, 1841.) (OVERSIZE) 

 
1844 Apr 24 Deed of sale of land of George and Sophia Smith, St. Louis County, to 

Joseph Conway, St. Louis County. Certification of the above deed, signed 
by Justice of the Peace George White, April 24, 1844. Certification of 
filing of deed, signed Stephen D. Barlow, clerk of the St. Louis County 
Court. 

 
1844 Oct 9 Oath of Charles A. Gratiot that he served as a witness in the case of 

Margaret S. McNair and others vs. John O’Fallon and others. 
 
1845 Dec 11 Acknowledgment of indebtedness to St. Louis County of Joseph Conway 

as principal and Samuel Conway and Hiram Cordell as securities. 
Statement of receipt of treasurer’s receipts from Joseph Conway, signed 
Stephen D. Barlow, clerk of the St. Louis County Court, June 18, 1847. 

 
1846 Jan 27 Petition for partition of land, Rene Paul and others vs. Henry Chouteau 

and others, St. Louis Circuit Court, November term, 1845. 
 
1846 Aug 13 Deed of sale of land of Charles P. and Ellen Sharp of St. Louis County to 

Joseph Conway of St. Louis County. Certification of the above deed, 
signed Justice of the Peace Samuel Smith, August 13, 1846. Certification 
of filing of deed, signed S.D. Barlow, recorder, March 17, 1848. 

 
1846 Nov 9 Letter signed William L. Crymp, St. Louis, to William Stoneman. States 

that he is part owner of the steamboat Diligence, and that he objects to the 
intention of the majority owners to employ the boat in the Upper 
Mississippi trade. 

 
1847 Jan 22 Document signed Wm. W. McDowell, notifying Henry Clamorgan, 

Warrick Tunstall and Samuel Conway, sheriff of St. Louis County, that he 
has filed a motion in the case of Hardage Lane vs. Murray[?] & 
McConnell et al. for an order on the sheriff to pay to McDowell Henry 



Clamorgan’s portion of the proceeds of a lot of land. Receipt of notice 
signed by Samuel Conway. 

 
1848 Jan 28 Printed order to the sheriff of St. Louis County to bring Wm. J. Austin and 

Clement W. Coote to the St. Louis Circuit Court to testify in the case of 
Henry Shaw vs. Herman Hatman[?]. 

 
[1848?] Mar 12 Letter signed Ira Stout, Upper Mississippi Steam Boat Company[?], to the 

sheriff of St. Louis County, regarding the executions against him. 
 
1848 Mar 13 Letter signed J.P. Rutter, Palmyra, to Samuel Conway, St. Louis. 

Regarding executions for costs against Ira Stout. 
 
1848 April term Attachment in the case of Mary H. Shore, administratrix, of Thomas 

Shore, deceased, vs. Henry F. Parsons and William Moult, Jr., Partners & 
Co., St. Louis Circuit Court. 

 
1848 May 4 Printed letter of petitioners Francois Tison, Antoine Dehetre, and 

Francoise Dehetre to the Honorable Alexander Hamilton, judge of the 
Eighth Judicial Circuit of the state of Missouri, asking a commission to 
perpetuate the testimony of Mariann Tison. Printed notice of Francoise 
Tison, Antoine Dehetre, and Francois Dehetre regarding the taking of the 
testimony of Mariann Tison, dated May 6, 1848. Attached note signed 
Willis L. Williams: “Mr. Conway will please have these 8 notices served, 
and call down with the original & get the money.” 

 
1848 June 1 Document in case of John O’Fallon et al. vs. Martin Tayon et al. 
 
1848 Nov 10 Deed of sale of land of William C. Turner, St. Louis County, to Joseph 

Conway, St. Louis County. 
 
1862 Nov 3 Unsigned letter to Samuel Conway, dated St. Louis, requesting that he lay 

before Governor Gamble cases regarding exemptions for individuals in 
Colonel Fenn’s regiment. 

 
1867 Sept 26 Survey no. 109 and field notes of land of T. Cropper and adjoining land in 

Township 45, Ranges 4 and 5 East, St. Louis County, signed by John F. 
Long. (OVERSIZE) 

 
1881 Jan 28 Typescript copy of letter of Joe Conway to his child, dated La Monte. 

Includes account of his father, Joseph Conway, being scalped by Indians 
in the Ruddle’s Station massacre in Kentucky in 1780. (accession number 
69-0021) 

 
1881 Aug 10 Deed of sale of land in St. Louis County of Joseph and Virginia Conway 

to their daughter Annette Conway. 



1885 Apr 4 Letter of L. Harrison, assistant commissioner, General Land Office, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., to Jas. Conway, La Monte, 
Mo. Regarding Conway’s request for the issue of patent for the confirmed 
land of Thomas Cropper. Returns to Conway two enclosures: patent 
certificate no. 211, issued by the Office of the Recorder of Land Titles, St. 
Louis, November 5, 1822, in favor of Cropper; and plat of survey no. 109 
of Cropper’s claim, dated September 8, 1835. 

 
1903 Jan 2 Typescript copy of letter of Henry C. Ogle, Sr., to dear sir. (Copy made 

August 8, 1938, by request of Mrs. Harold Conway.) Contains history of 
the Conway family as related to him by his mother and uncle Nathaniel 
Conway. (accession number 69-0021) 

 
1922 Dec 1 Typescript letter of George Pohlman, Macon, Missouri, to the Jefferson 

Memorial Association [Missouri Historical Society], St. Louis. Regarding 
his research on Joseph Conway. (Transferred to George Pohlman 
Collection, January 6, 2004.) 

 
1922 Dec 13 Typescript letter of Missouri Historical Society librarian to George 

Pohlman, Macon, Missouri. Regarding his research on Joseph Conway. 
(Transferred to George Pohlman Collection, January 6, 2004.) 

 
1922 Dec 27 Typescript letter of George Pohlman, Macon, Missouri, to the Missouri 

Historical Society, St. Louis. Regarding his research on Joseph Conway. 
(Transferred to George Pohlman Collection, January 6, 2004.) 

 
1956 May 7 Photocopy of Conway family tree. (accession number 67-0062) 
 
1959 Sept 20 Typescript biographical sketch of Joseph Conway, compiled by Dorothy 

Virginia Conway. (3 pages) (accession number 59-0128) 
 
no date Survey notes of Joseph Conway’s land in Township 45 North, Ranges 4 

and 5 East, St. Louis County. 
 
no date Survey and field notes of land in Township 45 North, Ranges 4 and 5 

East, St. Louis County. (OVERSIZE) 
 
no date Typescript copy of unsigned, undated letter addressed to Dr. Conway. 

Discusses the family’s history. (accession number 69-0021) 
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