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Flight City: St. Louis Takes to the Air
Explores the History of Aviation in St. Louis

New Exhibition at the Missouri History Museum Opens June 3, 2007

ST.LOUIS, May 11,200M The history of St. Louis during the 20" century and aviation
history are inextricably entwined. During the 1904 World’s Fair, eager contestants from
around the world flocked to St. Louis to participate in airship, flying machine and hot air
balloon races. In May 1927, lone pilot Charles A. Lindbergh flew his airplane, the “Spirit
of St. Louis,” from New York to Paris. Funded by St. Louis civic leaders, this historic
first-ever, solo transatlantic flight changed the course of aviation. During World War II,
St. Louis companies were the principal suppliers of training aircraft and training services
for the armed forces. The St. Louis aircraft company McDonnell-Douglas, the largest
employer in Missouri, produced the Gemini and Mercury space units for NASA during the

heady dawn of space exploration. Both Trans World Airlines (TWA) and Ozark Airlines



called St. Louis home for many years. Established in 1973, the Great Forest Park Balloon
Race is the most well-attended, single-day balloon race in the country.

Flight City: St. Louis Takes to the Air, a free exhibition at the Missouri History
Museum in Forest Park, is a thrilling and comprehensive exhibition exploring the history
of flight in St. Louis. Organized by the Missouri History Museum, the exhibition opens
to the public on June 3, 2007.

Featuring more than 200 artifacts, the exhibition allows museum visitors of all
ages to experience the exhilarating moments when hot-air balloons, airships and airplanes
first soared over our city. Historic photographs, personal stories, gallery activities and
treasures from the Missouri History Museum’s collections chronicle our region’s
relationship with aviation— from the earliest roots through the 20" century zenith.

Visitors will learn about the men and women who let their imagination and sense of
adventure take flight: aviators who awed the public with daredevil stunts and entrepreneurs
who launched businesses to support the growing culture of aeronautics. The exhibition also
examines how aviation—and the demands for bigger, better and faster modes of flight—
forever altered St. Louis’ economy, environment and identity.

Flight City: St. Louis Takes to the Air features aviation treasures—including the
sole surviving P-1 bi-plane made for sale at Parks, an altimeter used in ballooning, a TWA
hostess uniform, a forward section of an F-4, a photo of workers at McDonnell Aircraft
watching John Glenn circle the world —that evoke the past, while the exhibition challenges

you to imagine the future.



The 6,000-square-foot exhibition explores the St. Louis’ symbiotic relationship

with aviation in four exhibition sections:

e WHY FLY?

Although early flight was risky and arduous, early pilots yearned for the freedom
and challenge. Balloons of hydrogen gas or heated air rose up to follow air currents
across the city or across the continent. Airplanes, first demonstrated in St. Louis in
1909, were experimental and sometimes dangerous.

* WHAT IMPACT?

Aviation started out as an experiment, but soon affected everyday life. People
found new jobs in airmail, air traffic control and aircraft manufacturing. Airports
rose from isolated fields to sprawling complexes of runways and buildings,
bringing not only economic growth but also concerns about the environment and
displaced communities.

* WHAT INDUSTRIES?

Entrepreneurs combined their passion for flying with the latest technology to build
a strong aviation industry in St. Louis. Governments around the world came to
depend on St. Louis companies for aircraft and spacecraft, just as the region’s
workers came to depend on defense contracts.

* WHAT FUTURE?
From the beginning of the 20" century, St. Louisans had ideas about how flight
would change the shape of work and play in the future. Some of these were pure

fantasy, but others were based on hard science and persistent effort. Today,
scientists and pilots continue to test the boundaries.

Among the exhibition highlights are Take Flight! kiosks. Positioned throughout
the exhibition, Take Flight! Kiosks present videotaped interviews with local residents who

are passionate about aviation. Subjects for the prerecorded interviews include Marian



Phelps, a secretary with a finance company at Lambert Field, who gives an eyewitness
account of what may be the worst air disaster in St. Louis history—the 1943 crash of a
Robertson Aircraft-designed glider, which killed all 10 passengers including the mayor and
other city officials. Visitors can also meet Rose Church, a nurse at McDonnell-Douglas
who certified astronauts for flight. Church gives her personal impressions of famous
members of the Mercury and Gemini flight crews. Seduced by the barnstormers in the
1920s, 96-year-old Carl Wheeler tells stories that span the entire history of aviation.

Funded by a Museums for America grant from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, Take Flight! kioks also provide an opportunity for visitors to record their own
aviation-related stories. If you thrilled to the great air shows on the riverfront, if you have
a story to tell about a nightmare flight, if you were or are nuts about model planes, or if
your family felt the impact of the aviation industry in some way, you can record your story
in the Take Flight! Kioks. Some stories will be selected for the exhibition, edited for
topic and length, and played along with the pre-recorded interviews to expand the
conversation that is aviation history. Other stories will become a part of the historical
record preserved in the museum’s archives.

Flight City: St. Louis Takes to the Air will be on display at the Missouri History
Museum in Forest Park at Lindell and DeBaliviere, daily from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00
p.m. and Tuesdays until 8:00 p.m. From Memorial Day until Labor Day, museum visitors
can take advantage of the Missouri History Museum’s summer hours: daily from 10:00

a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and Tuesdays until 8:00 p.m.



Flight City: St. Louis Takes to the Air is presented by James S. McDonnell I11;
James S. McDonnell Family Foundation; JSM Charitable Trust. Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F.

Brauer provided additional support.

For more information, visit www.mohistory.org or call 314/746-4599.
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